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Greetings, American Canoe Association members! This is the first in a series of monthly reports on the activities of the ACA’s Stewardship and Public Policy program. 
 
The ACA’s Stewardship and Public Policy (SPP) program has two major functions. First, the program advocates on behalf of paddlers on public policy matters in Washington, D.C. and around the country. Second, it assists paddlers and paddling clubs with their efforts to take care of their favorite rivers, lakes and coastlines. 
 
The program currently has one full time staff person. He is Paul Sanford, your Director of Stewardship and Public Policy. Paul’s bio appears at the bottom of this message. We know that we need to do more to keep you up to date on the work that the ACA is doing on your behalf. Today, we are turning over a new leaf, and committing ourselves to sending you regular reports on our Stewardship and Public Policy activities. 
 
Of course, we cannot achieve our Stewardship and Public Policy goals without the assistance of ACA members. In short, we need your help. Let’s get to work!
 
Public Policy
Urgent Action Alert! Tell Congress to Fully Fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund
The timing of this update could not be better, because ACA members have a once-in-a-generation opportunity to tell Congress to make a big commitment to conservation and recreation. This week and next, Congress will be considering legislation that would provide full and permanent funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF). Activists have been fighting for full funding for years, but we never been this close. We need you to take action now to push us over the top.
 

Here’s some background. In 1965, Congress created LWCF based on a simple idea. A portion of the royalties received by the federal government from offshore drilling for oil and natural gas should be reinvested in conservation and recreation. Originally, the plan was to reinvest $900 million in LWCF each year. That’s a small portion of the several billion dollars in royalties received from energy companies drilling in the Gulf of Mexico. Unfortunately, Congress has only spent $900 million in one year since 1965, choosing instead to divert most of the money to other uses. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar calls this diversion of authorized funds a “broken promise” to the American people. Learn more about LWCF from this fact sheet (PDF). 
 
Despite being chronically underfunded, LWCF is still the most effective funding mechanism available to Congress to expand and improve opportunities for human-powered outdoor pursuits, from climbing, backcountry skiing and paddling to hiking and mountain biking.  LWCF not only helps enhance National Parks, Forests, National Trails and Wild and Scenic Rivers, but also pays for close-to-home open space, parks and recreation facilities in every U.S. state.  All together, more than 40,000 projects have been successfully completed through the fund, providing new and improved outdoor recreation opportunities for all Americans. Follow this link to learn about LWCF projects in your area. (Choose state, then county. More info on this parent page.)
 
We all know what is happening in the Gulf of Mexico. In response to this disaster, Congress is now considering a renewed commitment to LWCF. The most significant change would be to fully and automatically fund LWCF at $900 million per year, every year. If enacted, more resources would be available to protect the outdoor places we love, and there would be more of the trails, river access and backcountry entry points we need to enjoy them.
 
Full Funding for LWCF is included in the oil spill legislation being considered in both houses of Congress. The House of Representatives will take up its version (the “CLEAR” Act) during the week of July 26. A vote is expected on Friday, July 30. Senate consideration is expected during the week of August 2. 
 
This is a historic opportunity to fulfill the promise Congress made in 1965. We have never been this close to full funding for LWCF, but we need your help to make it happen. Take action and write your Senators and Representatives today. 
 
ACA and its partners in the Outdoor Alliance are working together on this issue. Go to this page on the Outdoor Alliance website, and use the “Take Action” function to send a letter to your Member of Congress and Senators. 
Streamgage Funding 
 
As paddlers, we rely heavily on streamgages to tell us what rivers are running, and whether rivers are at a safe level that matches up with our skill level. As such, streamgages provide us with paddling opportunities, and help keep us safe on the water.  
 
Streamgages cost money to operate, and Congress has not been providing adequate funding to keep the entire network of streamgages operating. As a result, some gauges get shut down each year. ACA is part of a coalition of organizations that advocates for adequate funding for the streamgage network. Keeping the network online means convincing Congress to provide adequate funding for the program. (Thanks to Peter Evans of the Interstate Council on Water Policy for leading this coalition.) 
 
As part of this effort, SPP Director Paul Sanford and other members of the coalition met with Suzette Kimball, Deputy Director of the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) on June 16, 2010. USGS is the federal agency that manages the streamgage program. (We were originally scheduled to meet with USGS Director Marcia McNutt, but she was in the Gulf working on the oil spill.)  
 
During the meeting, Paul and his coalition partners carried the message that streamgages are important to a broad spectrum of user groups, including scientists, river managers, conservationists, and of course, recreational paddlers. Paul explained that our need for operational gauges is direct and immediate, and that funding cuts create safety issues for boat-based recreation. He left this summary behind, and urged the Deputy Director to push for full funding of the streamgage program in future administration budgets.  
America’s Great Outdoors 
In April, President Barack Obama launched the America’s Great Outdoors Initiative (AGO). AGO is an effort to develop a new 21st century vision for conservation and stewardship of our nation’s public lands and waters. Reconnecting people to the outdoors (especially through recreation) and identifying the outdoor places that matter most to Americans are two major parts of AGO. The Administration’s goal is to do something as significant as what was done by Theodore Roosevelt when he created the National Park Service. You can learn more by visiting the AGO website here. While you’re there, read President Obama's AGO Memorandum, and the Press Release. Then watch a bit of the video from the kickoff event (there is also a Transcript).
 
The Administration is hosting a series of listening sessions across the country to provide the public with an opportunity to learn more about AGO and provide comments. Thus far, listening sessions have been held in New York City, Seattle, Annapolis, Charleston, Los Angeles, Asheville, Philadelphia and three cities in Montana. There will be sessions in Salt Lake City on August 3, Minnesota’s Twin Cities on August 4, and in Poughkeepsie, New York on August 6. There will also be a Youth Listening Session in Hyde Park, New York on August 5. ACA and its partners in the Outdoor Alliance have been supplementing the official sessions with “home-grown” sessions targeted at the human-powered recreation community in selected locations. From these sessions, we will produce a report that delivers a strong message to policy makers on behalf of human-powered recreation. 
 
ACA has been well-represented at the official listening sessions. ACA Board members Connie Blackwood and Josh Hall attended the sessions in Missoula, MT and Charleston, South Carolina. SPP Director Paul Sanford spoke at the session in Annapolis, MD, and ACA Executive Director Wade Blackwood attended the Philadelphia event. You can read Paul's talking points here. 

 
We encourage all ACA members to participate and make your views on recreation known to the Administration. Attend a listening session if you are able. If not, visit the AGO website and submit your comments online, using the tools on this page. 
River Access From Bridge Crossings 
 
ACA is working with anglers and representatives of the Chesapeake Conservancy on a proposal that would improve river access for paddlers nationwide. Our idea is to require states to consider allowing canoe, kayak and fishing access at bridge crossings whenever a bridge is built or repaired with federal highway funds. 
 
Our proposal would not require states to build any structures to provide paddlers and anglers with access (i.e., no boat ramps). Instead, it would merely encourage the states to leave construction features like gravel shoulders and service roads in place after construction has been completed, so that they can be used for safe parking and for getting down to the water’s edge. We believe the costs of doing so would be minimal, and therefore would not be overly burdensome to the states. In places like the Chesapeake Bay region, where water access is limited, taking this modest step could significantly increase recreational opportunities. 
 
In March, ACA Board Member Kirk Havens and ACA Chief Operating Officer Chris Stec met with John Porcari, Deputy Secretary of Transportation, to discuss this proposal, and received a favorable response. The ACA and its partners are now working with members of Congress to identify the right moment to introduce this proposal. Stay tuned. 
State Boating Regulations 
ACA tracks and analyzes state legislative proposals and boating regulations that would impact paddlers. Two examples appear below. We need YOUR HELP in this effort! If you learn of any type of regulatory proposal directed at paddlers in your state, contact the ACA’s Policy Director at psanford@americancanoe.org.
 
Massachusetts Kayak Bill 
 
ACA continues to track proposed legislation in Massachusetts that would impact paddlers. As originally written, the Senate Bill (S. 974) would have required kayakers to wear Type I, II, or III life jackets while on the water. It also would have required kayak instructors to have an ACA, Red Cross or other equivalent certification, and would have required instructors to teach wet exit training in all their courses. 
 
In November 2009, ACA submitted comments pointing out several problems with the legislation. Since then, the bill has bounced around the Massachusetts legislature. The two chambers passed conflicting versions of the bill, and then, last week, the Senate replaced the mandatory life jacket wear requirement with a life jacket carry requirement in Senate Bill 2518. The bill now goes to the Massachusetts House for further consideration. Follow this link to see a side-by-side comparison of the three versions of the bill, along with dates of major actions. 
 
Michigan Registration Proposal 
 
ACA is tracking Michigan House Bill 6319, introduced on July 1, 2010, which would require paddlers to pay a registration fee of $5 per year and register their boats. ACA will be reaching out to its member clubs in Michigan to get their reactions to this proposal. ACA generally opposes registration of canoes and kayaks unless certain threshold requirements are met. 
 
Stewardship
 
Club-Fostered Stewardship Grant Program
 
The ACA’s Club-Fostered Stewardship Grant Program provides funding to local and regional paddling clubs that undertake worthwhile stewardship projects on waterways in their area. The purpose of the program is to encourage paddling clubs to take an active role in protecting and improving the nation's rivers, lakes and coastlines. 
 
Grant funds are still available! Visit this page to learn more about the CFS grant program and to complete an application. Here are some of the CFS grants awarded this year:
 
· Friends of the Chemung River Watershed received $600 to assist with weekly litter cleanups along the Chemung River and its tributaries in Chemung County, New York. 

· Greater Baltimore Canoe Club received $1000 to assist with the Annual Patuxent River Cleanup. CFS funds will be used to remove several abandoned vehicles from the floodplain of the Patuxent River. 

· Rock River Sweep received $967 to assist with the 1st annual Rock River Sweep, a one day river clean-up on the Rock River in Wisconsin and Illinois. 

· Saukenuk Paddlers Canoe and Kayak Club received $1000 to build a portage on Sylvan Island in Moline, IL that will allow paddlers to bypass lock & dam 15 and the Army Corps of Engineers hydro-electric power dam on the Mississippi River. Construction of the portage is a key component for safe navigation of the Mississippi Water Trail. 

· Oregon Ocean Paddling Society received $1000 to assist with the Great Willamette Cleanup, an annual cleanup event on sections of the Willamette River throughout Oregon. 

· Triad River Runners received $1000 to improve a popular put-in site on the Dan River in North Carolina. 

· Interact Club of Addison Trail High School received $1000 to assist the students of the Interact Club with their efforts to clean up Salt Creek in Addison, IL. 

· Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association received $1000 to build an access site for paddlers on the Stones River in Nashville, TN. 

· Friends of the Riverfront received $500 to assist with the development and distribution of a guide to the Three Rivers Water Trail. 

 
Meet the Director
Paul Sanford is the ACA’s Director of Stewardship and Public Policy. He also serves as the ACA’s General Counsel. A native of Cleveland, Ohio, he has lived in the Washington, D.C. area since 1991. Paul worked as a policy attorney for a federal agency for ten years, and then directed an agency watchdog project at a nonprofit research organization. Paul was appointed to the ACA Board of Directors in 2003, and became Stewardship and Public Policy Director in 2004. Paul started his paddling career in whitewater, but now spends most of his time in a sea kayak. He has also taught courses in canoe and river safety. Paul holds a Bachelor’s degree from Ohio University in 1985, and a law degree from the University of Toledo in 1991. He is licensed to practice law in Ohio and the District of Columbia.
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